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The newsletter for disabled
children, their families and
carers.

From the Editor:
Amazingly another summer is behind
us!

Sadly the weather was not kind but of
course that did not put a stop to all the
fun and enjoyment had by the
children and young people of
Kingston.

All had a fabulous time and that
certainly includes the staff, according
to my sources and observations
anyway! Please see the article inside
this issue fo read about all the fun and
games. Congratulations to all those
involved.

Thank you to all who responded to the
guestionnaire in the last issue. Please
see page 4 for more information on
the results and find out who the lucky
winner was of the M&S voucher.

The copy date for the next issue is the
2nd February 2009.

| would like to extend my very best
wishes to you all for the upcoming
festive season, which will soon be upon
us.

Caroline Baxter — Editor

The views, articles and suggestions in
this newsletter are those of the
individual conftributors and are not
necessarily supported by the Editor,
EnhanceAble or the Team for Disabled
Children. The Editor cannot accept
responsibility for any goods or services
mentioned or enclosed in the
newsletter.
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EnhanceAble, The Disabled Children’s
Register and the Team for Disabled
Children distributes this newsletter.

Kingston — '
Children & Young People's Trust

Making a Difference Together

EnhanceAble Confidentiality Protocol:

EnhanceAble is a voluntary
organisation that provides its clients
with a guarantee of independent,
impartial and confidential advice.

For more information see our website:
www.enhanceable.org

nhanceADble




Disabled Children’s Information
and Advice Service - (DCIAS)

The DCIAS is now three years old and
has evolved and grown a great deal.
Changes in recent months have taken
place and we wanted to keep you up
to date.

After evaluation and thought we
decided to close the Loan Equipment
Service. The service had provided
support for families in the past but was
clearly now no longer viable. Much of
the equipment we owned has now
been donated to the “"Wheels for the
World" charity that provides
desperately needed mobility
equipment to Africa. Our wheelchairs
and walking frames are now helping
children and young people in Kenya.
The resources freed up by this change
will contfinue to be used for
EnhanceAble’s Children’s Services and
we intend to extend in a new direction
that we have highlighted as requiring
extra support — we will keep you
posted.

Hannah Piper who took over the role
of PPO on a temporary basis between
June and October has provided
invaluable support to the families with
whom she has worked. Hannah will
leave us in November and all at
EnhanceAble wish to extend our
thanks and best wishes to her for the
future. We will keep you updated
about her replacement and, in the

meantime, Caroline Baxter will be
running the service.

We would like to welcome Merle
Lemount Williams a Social Work
Student who will be joining us on
placement unfil the spring of 2009.

The DCIAS staff and the parents/carers
who joined us, all really enjoyed last
terms Information and Advice evening.
We would be delighted to see more of
you at our next event on 27th
November. The evening is a relaxed
one with food and drink and a great
deal of good old nattering. See the
invitation below for details.

Don't forget if you have any questions
regarding disability, benefits, leisure,
childcare, blue badges, support
groups or Special Education please do
contact the DCIAS on:

020 8934 6378
or by email on
www.children@enhanceable.org
or you can visit our website
www.enhanceable.org
and click on Children’s Services.

Information and Social Evenings

We have been running Information &
Social evenings for parents and carers
on a ftermly basis — these have proven
to be highly successful and you are
cordially invited to the next one in
November. See below for details.

Invitation

The DCIAS would like to invite parents and carers to our
Social and Information Evening
on Thursday 27th November between 7.30 — 9.30pm

The event will be held at EnhanceAble’s head office,
The Geneva Road Centre,
Geneva Road,
Kingston KT1 2TW.
(The centre is fully accessible and parking is also available)
Everybody Welcomel!

RSVP: Tricia Farlow on 020 8934 6378 or
Patricia.Farlow@enhanceable.org




Parent Partnership
Service

The Parent Partnership Service offers
impartial advice, information and
support on educational matters to
parents of children with special
needs. It also works to strengthen
relationships between parents,
schools and Kingston Local
Authority.

This can be an anxious time for the
parents of children in Year 6.

Choosing a secondary school for your
child can be difficult at the best of
times, but when your child has Special
Educational Needs it can seem even
more difficult. The Parent Partnership
Service can give advice about schools
and what to look for when visiting
them. If you would like further support
with Secondary transition or with any
other matter concerning your child’s
education please do not hesitate to
contact us. It is now possible to view
our information leaflets on choosing
schools, the SEN Code of Practice efc
using the following link:
www.enhanceable.org/parent
partnership.htm

| have a reminder for those of you
going through the statutory assessment
process — please make sure your child
attends all the appointments made
even if they do not seem particularly
relevant. Failure to altend a medical
examination for example can hold up
the whole assessment process for
some time.

| will be leaving the service later this
month so | will wish you all well and say
goodbye to everyone | have come in
contact with over the last few months.
It has been an inspiring and rewarding
time and | look forward to briefing my
replacement about what a fantastic
job all you parents do in supporting
your children through their schooldays!

Hannah Piper

Parent Partnership Officer

020 8934 6378
children@enhanceable.org
Website: www.enhanceable.org

Activities for the Under
Fives

Tuesday Special club:

10am - 12pm
Warren Park, Kingston Hill, Kingston,
KT2 7LX

This is a group for parents and carers of
children with special needs. Come
and join us for a coffee and an
opportunity to use a fantastic facility.
Sensory room, ball pond, climbing
frame, frampoline and arts and crafts.
Sing and Sign at 11 am every Tuesday.

We run all year round (with the
exception of this October half-term)
and siblings are welcome during
school holidays.

Just come along and join us or call
020 8547 6567.

Post 18 Working Parents
Childcare:

Good news for Working Parents!

RBK are delighted to inform parents
/carers that funding has been secured
to ensure that young people aged 18
and 19 who are still in full time school
and whose parents work will be able to
continue to access holiday activity
groups.

Utilities information

If you have a family member who
receives Disability Living Allowance
you could benefit from lower gas and
or electricity tariffs. Not all providers
offer these reductions but it is well
worth a call to your supplier to check.

If you need any help with this please
do not hesitate to contact us at the
DCIAS on 020 8934 6378.



DCIAS Questionnaire

Thank you very much to all those who
took the time to respond to the
questionnaire in the last issue of this
newsletter. Very many congratulations
to Marie Russell who was the lucky
winner of the £20 M&S voucher!

The results were, we are delighted to
report, very flattering and we all are
really pleased that the service we are
providing appears to be moving in the
directions you all need and want.

Complacency however will not be
allowed, quite the opposite in fact.
We are always looking to improve and
develop the services we can offer to
parents/carers and young people,
making sure they are relevant and up
to date.

The EnhanceAble website has been
updated and now includes a great
deal of information for parents/carers
and young people - please visit the site
at www.enhanceable.org.

Kingston Connections has proved to
be a hit, but we still want more articles
from you. Feedback clearly showed
that this is an area forimprovement. It
is however only possible for us to
provide these articles if you supply
them. If you have a story so share
please let us know. If you have a story
to fell but don't fancy putting pen to
paper give us a call and we can do
the writing bit! Contact Tricia on 020
8934 6378 or by email
children@enhanceable.org

The Info and Social evenings seem to
have been received very well and we
are keen to keep them going. — please
do join us at the next one on 27th
November.

Thanks again — this is your service and
we are always very keen to hear from
you and listen to any ideas for

developing the DCIAS. Don’t wait for

the next questionnaire; just give us a call.

Staff News Update

There have been a significant number
of staff changes since the last issue of
this newsletter. We have had to say
goodbye and good luck to:-

The Maple Short Term Care Unit closed
its doors after many, many years of
valued service in July.

All the staff should be congratulated
for their incredible hard work and
invaluable support to parents both
past and present. This office has
received many calls from those who
have accessed the Unit over the years
to express their gratitude for the help
they personally received and their
sadness at the news of the closure of
the unit.

A new provision will be up and running
soon. We will keep you informed as
the news comes in.

All our very best wishes go to the staff
Sue Clarke, Tom Firth, Lyn Harris, Lia
Lansely, Ambika Fox.

We also so goodbye over the next few
months to:

Nancy Williams - Superintendent
Physiotherapist who retfires after 16
Years

Theresa Seisun — OT — who is moving to
East Anglia

Welcome to:

Louisa French - Therapies Assistant,
Maple Children’s Centre. Louisa has
just completed a degree in Applied
Linguistics and joins the feam to
support all the therapists at the Centre.

Lyn Harris from the MSTCU who has
moved to work with the Community
Paediatric Outreach nursing Team
based at the Maple Centre.




Kingston Holiday Club

Summer 2008

The Kingston Holiday Club was officially 1 year old this summer.
Over the year the play scheme has been great fun and successful.
In April we had our first Ofsted inspection and received an overall
grading of good with one outstanding outcome.

During the summer this year the children and young people went out
on many and varied trips which included; swimming at the Coral Reef,
fast car rides round Brooklands Car Museum, LegoLand, playing at
Thames Valley Adventure Playground, pond dipping at the Wetland
Centre and enjoying a sunny day down in Littlehampton.

Feedback forms have been sent out to both parents and
children/young people. The forms we have received back so far have
been extremely positive and encouraging about the overall running of

the club.
If you are interested in the Kingston Holiday Club please contact:

Laura Power
Kingston Holiday Club Manager / Inclusion Development Co-ordinator

Tel: 020 8547 6546

Email: laura.power@rbk.kingston.gov.uk

Please Note: The Kingston Holiday Club is only for parents/carers who
work full or part time while their child/young person attends the play
scheme.



Dates for your Diary

RBK Half-Term week: Mon 27th— Fri 31st Oct - RBK Autumn Term Ends: Fri 19th Dec

Date Event Venue Time

October Black History Month

08.11.08 St Phillip’s Firework Display St Phillips School 5.00pm

12.11.08 Free Makaton Taster Session  Surbiton Children’s Centre  9.15-11.15am
(contact: 020 8390 2555)

22.11.08 Dysart Christmas Fair Dysart School 2.00pm

27.11.08 DCIAS Info Evening Geneva Road Centre 7.30-9.30pm

10.12.08 Bedelsford School Christmas production (Primary) 2.00pm

11.12.08 Bedelsford School Christmas production (Secondary) 2.00pm

16.12.08 St Phillip’s School Nativity Play 1.50pm

Weekly - Born Too Soon Parent Support Group

Every Wednesday throughout the year. Welcare House — 53-55 Canbury Park Road
Kingston

For families whose baby/babies have been cared for on the Neonatal Unit at Kingston
Hospital. This Group is now inits 13t Year. Large Playroom, Garden and Kitchen.
Siblings welcome.

For further details about the above events please contact: Pauline Woods, Born Too
Soon - Co-Ordinator. Telephone 8974 9157 — Website www.borntoosoon.org.uk
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